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Colorado Legislature, Colorado Legislature 2024, Featured, Journalism, Public Records Laws
March 7, 2024


		
			
				Bill to close autopsy reports on minors advances in Colorado legislature			
		

	
	
		State lawmakers Wednesday moved to make autopsy reports on minors confidential in Colorado despite extensive testimony from journalists and a child-protection advocate who explained the public-interest benefits of keeping those records open.

	




	
				
	

	
		
Colorado Legislature, Court Records
March 5, 2024


		
			
				Colorado judicial branch unveils free online database of appellate decisions dating back to statehood and earlier			
		

	
	
		As required by a bill signed into law in 2022, the Colorado Judicial Department unveiled a new website that gives Coloradans free access to published high-court opinions dating back to 1864.

	




	
				
	

	
		
Colorado Legislature, Colorado Legislature 2024, Public Records Laws
March 5, 2024


		
			
				Amended CORA bill requires a government entity to prove a records requester is ‘vexatious’			
		

	
	
		A reworked Colorado Open Records Act bill endorsed by a House committee shifts the legal burden of proving that a requester of records is “vexatious” to a government entity’s records custodian.

	




	
				
	

	
		
Colorado Legislature, Colorado Legislature 2024, Open Meetings Laws
February 28, 2024


		
			
				Senators advance bill that lets lawmakers communicate by email, text message without violating the Colorado Open Meetings Law			
		

	
	
		A committee of state senators endorsed major changes to the way the open meetings law affects the Colorado General Assembly, approving a bill that narrows the definition of “public business” and lets lawmakers communicate by email and text message without it being a “meeting” under the law.

	




	
				
	

	
		
Public Records Laws
February 26, 2024


		
			
				Colorado Supreme Court will review appellate ruling that keeps peace officer database confidential			
		

	
	
		The Colorado Supreme Court will review whether appellate judges wrongly decided the Peace Officer Standards and Training Board (POST) is a criminal justice agency in a 2023 ruling that kept the state’s database of law enforcement officers confidential.

	




	
				
	

	
		
Colorado Legislature, Colorado Legislature 2024
February 23, 2024


		
			
				Colorado bill sets up a public ‘clearinghouse’ of draft legislation in between General Assembly sessions			
		

	
	
		State lawmakers could voluntarily post drafts of proposed legislation — before legislative sessions begin — on a “clearinghouse” website of the Colorado General Assembly under a measure endorsed by a House committee.

	




	
				
	

	
		
Open Meetings Laws
February 22, 2024


		
			
				Court of Appeals: Town board’s closed-door censure of trustee violated Colorado Open Meetings Law			
		

	
	
		The town board of Del Norte violated the Colorado Open Meetings Law by censuring a fellow board member during a closed executive session, the Colorado Court of Appeals ruled, reversing a judge’s decision and invalidating the censure.

	




	
				
	

	
		
Open Meetings Laws
February 20, 2024


		
			
				CFOIC/ACLU brief: Court of Appeals must not restrict legal standing to file open meetings lawsuits			
		

	
	
		Denying a Pagosa Springs lawyer legal standing to sue a school district because he doesn’t live within its boundaries “would drastically and substantively alter the protections” of the Colorado Open Meetings Law, not only for him, “but for all persons,” the Colorado Freedom of Information Coalition and the American Civil Liberties Union of Colorado say in a court filing.

	




	
				
	

	
		
Colorado Legislature, Colorado Legislature 2024, Public Records Laws
February 15, 2024


		
			
				Colorado House bill lets governments label records requesters as ‘vexatious,’ take longer to comply with requests, withhold records that ‘invade’ privacy			
		

	
	
		Records custodians would have the power to deem someone a “vexatious requester” and bar that person from obtaining public records for 30 working days under a bill introduced in the Colorado House that also lets government entities take longer to fill most requests made under the Colorado Open Records Act.

	




	
				
	

	
		
Colorado Legislature, Colorado Legislature 2024, First Amendment
February 14, 2024


		
			
				Colorado lawmakers advance bill on AG’s office study of misinformation and disinformation			
		

	
	
		A legislative committee narrowly endorsed a proposed $150,000 study by the Colorado Attorney General on ways to prevent and combat the spread of misinformation and disinformation after proponents tried to allay concerns the measure threatens First Amendment free speech rights.
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